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1 Introduction 

1.1 What is the Exploration Views prototype? 

 
Exploration Views prototype helps business users to create their own view of the business without the aid of experts or 
IT professionals and the need for training. Leveraging in-memory technology, it delivers a simplified experience for 
creating dynamic views of information that could be quickly organize for a business need. 
 
Exploration Views prototype is built on the following technologies and concepts: 

 In-memory data source for fast data access  

 Semantic Layer for automated linking of visual components 

 Facetted navigation to help user filter and gain perspective on the information 

 Smart visualization to recommend to the user the best way to visualize their information 

 Adaptable layout to best display views on different screen format 

 New gestures and user interaction between views 

 Viral sharing throughout the enterprise 

1.2 How Exploration Views prototype can help you? 

 

The creation and modeling of business analytics views becomes a Business Users driven process. Business analytic 

experience is no longer user black box where the guided navigation is highly prescribed by IT designer. Personalization 

becomes ubiquitous; users could now customize and personalize their business views to fit their business question. 

 

Business Users stars with their question  

 Very Simple way to map question to semantic layer business objects and visualize it  

Easy way to explore data without manual wiring 

 Business question enable data exploration beyond the summary views  

 Navigation to detail reporting and analysis mode 

Smarter interactivity  

 Facetted navigation to navigate and filter on all business dimensions 

 Simple Search information 

 Business relationship is defined by the Semantic Layer 

 Users are able to change perspectives (compare on time view) and visualize information in 

different angles (switch chart types) 

Helping decision making 

 Highlight exceptions including personal alerts 

 “This is how I sense my business”: Layout personalization (hide/show, rearrange layout and 

items), preferred visualization and filters are remembered  
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2 Installation and configuration 

 
To install Exploration Views prototype, you first need to install SAP BusinessObjects Explorer 3.2. Once it is installed, 
start it and check you can login and access and navigate in the Information Space. Then here are the requirements to 
install the software. 

2.1 Download 

 
When you download and unzip the ExplorationViews.zip file, you find in it 2 zip files that you will use to update your 
SAP BusinessObjects Explorer 3.2 installation: 

1. explorationViews_web.zip has  

 Web Application config file: WEB-INF\classes\ default.settings.properties 

 exploration Views client bootstrap: com_businessobjects_polestar_bootstrap.swf 

 Exploration Views web application client component plugins\* 
2. explorationViews_backend.zip has 

 Some Exploration Views backend client component  webres\* 

 Exploration Views backend component like jar  plugins\* 
 

2.1.1 Stop SAP BusinessObjects Explorer 3.2 

 
To stop your SAP BusinessObjects Explorer 3.2 installation using Central Management Console (CMC) that allows you 
to manage your servers (start, stop, enable, and disable servers): 

 Stop Apache Tomcat 

 Stop all 4 servers dedicated to Explorer 
 

2.1.2 Update Web Application Client 

 
Backup: 

1. Rename file “C:\Program Files\Business Objects\Tomcat55\webapps\polestar\WEB-
INF\classes\default.settings.properties” to “C:\Program Files\Business 
Objects\Tomcat55\webapps\polestar\WEB-INF\classes\ default.settings.properties.bak” 

2. Rename file “C:\Program Files\Business 
Objects\Tomcat55\webapps\polestar\com_businessobjects_polestar_bootstrap.swf” to“C:\Program 
Files\Business Objects\Tomcat55\webapps\polestar\com_businessobjects_polestar_bootstrap.swf.bak” 

3. Rename folder “C:\Program Files\Business Objects\Tomcat55\webapps\polestar\plugins” to “C:\Program 
Files\Business Objects\Tomcat55\webapps\polestar\plugins.bak” 

 
Extract the file explorationViews_web.zip in “C:\Program Files\Business Objects\Tomcat55\webapps\polestar” 

2.1.3 Update Backend Client 

 
Backup : 

1. Rename folder “C:\Program Files\Business Objects\Polestar12.0\webres” to “C:\Program Files\Business 
Objects\Polestar12.0\ webres.bak” 

2. Rename folder “C:\Program Files\Business Objects\Polestar12.0\plugins” to “C:\Program Files\Business 
Objects\Polestar12.0\plugins.bak” 

3. Backup file “C:\Program Files\Business 
Objects\Tomcat55\webapps\polestar\l10n\messages\en\MainMessages.bolocxml.xliff” 



6 

©SAP AG 2010 

4. Backup file “C:\Program Files\Business Objects\Tomcat55\webapps\polestar\WEB-
INF\classes\default.settings.properties” 

5. Backup file  “C:\Program Files\Business 
Objects\Tomcat55\webapps\polestar\com_businessobjects_polestar_bootstrap.swf” 

6. Backup file  “C:\Program Files\Business Objects\Tomcat55\webapps\polestar\index.jsp” 
 
Extract the file explorationViews_backend.zip in “C:\Program Files\Business Objects\Polestar12.0” 

2.1.4 Start SAP BusinessObjects Explorer 3.2 

 
 
To start your SAP BusinessObjects Explorer 3.2 installation using Central Management Console (CMC) that allows you 
to manage your servers (start, stop, enable, and disable servers): 

 Start Apache Tomcat 

 Start all 4 servers dedicated to Explorer 
 
 
Try the URL: http://localhost:8080/polestar/?application=explorationViews&fv=true 
 

2.2 User Management 

 
Exploration Views prototype is built on SAP BusinessObjects Enterprise users management.  

 
 
For question on the login, please refer to the SAP BusinessObjects Explorer guides. 

2.3 Defining an Information Space 

 
Exploration Views consumes Information Space defined in the SAP BusinessObjects Manage Information Space.  
Please refer to the SAP BusinessObjects Explorer guides to understand how to setup an Information Space. 
  

http://localhost:8080/polestar/?application=explorationViews&fv=true
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3 Creating an Exploration Views Layout 

3.1 Creation a new Exploration Views 

Exploration Views prototype helps business users to create their own view of the business without the aid of experts or 
IT professionals and the need for training. Leveraging in-memory technology, it delivers a simplified experience for 
creating dynamic views of information that could be quickly organize for a business need. 

3.1.1 Initiate Exploration Views creation 

Once logged, you can create a new Exploration View: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Select an Information Space to create your Exploration View on: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

©SAP AG 2010 

3.1.2 Define the initial Exploration Views 

 
To create a chart within Exploration Views, you have to define the following: 

 Data to display with list of dimensions and measures, 

 Visualization to use, 

 Title of the Exploration View. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once you click OK, you display the visualization selected. You can change the visualization by clicking Maximize: 
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3.1.3 Add a new Exploration Views Chart 

 
Select the Charts view and Drag and drop it in the SAP BusinessObjects Exploration Views prototype. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In that above picture, user drags and drops Charts on the left of the initial View and then selects a visualization type. 
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3.1.4 Add a new Exploration Views Table 

 
Select the Tables icon and drag and drop it in the Exploration Views canvas. 
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Select the measure and dimension of the table: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.1.5 Add a new Exploration Views Filter 

Select the filter Controls and drag and drop it in the Exploration Views canvas: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select the Type of filter: 
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3.1.6 Naming the Exploration Views sheet 

You can change the name of the Exploration Views sheet via the name property: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can add an Exploration Views sheet via the “Add Sheet”: Once you add, user can switch sheets.(see screenshot 
below) 
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3.1.7 Adding an Alerter 

You can add an alerter on an Exploration Views, for example here user has added an Alert on the goals. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.8 Saving and sharing an Exploration Views 

You can save the Exploration Views by clicking save, or share the dashboard to other people by clicking Share and 
copy-pasting the URL. 
 

 
 
You can notice the button to minimize the option panel and maximize the Exploration Views canvas. 
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4 Using Exploration Views 

Business Users use Exploration Views prototype to explore dynamic views of information, quickly organize their 
business views and moreover quickly answer their questions via simplified user experience. Exploration Views 
prototype is divided in 2 concepts global exploration and local exploration: 

 Global Exploration correspond to action that could be done on all views such as filters 

 Local Exploration Views Navigation 
 
Global Exploration done via global filter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Local Exploration could be enabled via local filter by maximizing a view:  
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4.1 Facetted Navigation 

Faceted navigation allows business users to explore by filtering their views on all available dimension values.  

 

4.1.1 Global Facetted Navigation 
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4.1.2 Local Facetted Navigation 

Users need to click max button to activate local facetted Navigation. 
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4.2 Locking a view 

Locking a view help use to apply filter that won’t be changed by the global filter. This is a way for example to do keep a 
comparison between values that are not in the same context as the global context. 
 
For example in the following example, Round = 2, 3, 4, 5 in the global context and Round = 1 in the local context. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


